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Market Share

Smartphones Tablets

(comScore, Dec 2013)(Media Technology Monitor, June 2014)

 

The market share of a platform has a 
significant effect on the availability of apps. 
Due to the dominance of iOS and Android, 
many developers are choosing not expend 
resources on creating BlackBerry, Windows 
Phone, and Kindle Fire versions of their apps. 

For this reason, when choosing a device, the 
availability of software may be a more 
important criterion than your preference for 
the hardware. 

Market share for Smartphones: 
iPhone: 42%; Android: 39%;  
BlackBerry: 14%; Other: 5% 
http://www.thespec.com/news-story/4586131-apple-s-
iphone-most-popular-smartphone-in-canada-as-
blackberry-market-share-withers/ 

Market share for tablets: 
iPad: 55%; Android: 37%;  
BlackBerry: 10%; Other: 3% 
http://mobilesyrup.com/2014/04/04/comscore-android-
owns-44-of-the-canadian-smartphone-market-
blackberry-sinks-to-15/ 
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Legend

Platforms

www

iOS app (iPhone, iPad)

Android app (phone/tablet)

Windows software

Mac OS X software

Web-based interface

BlackBerry app

App available for this platform

Not available for this platform

Limited but technically usable
option available

No app available, but service is
usable (e.g. using web interface)

✓

≈

✗

≈

 

When preparing this presentation, we 
endeavoured to feature the absolute best 
apps in their respective fields. We gave some 
weight to those that are cross-platform, but 
sometimes the best apps aren’t available for 
every device. In those cases, we’ve listed 
alternatives where possible. 

Cloud Productivity Suites

Email, word processing, spreadsheets, file storage, etc.

All stored in the cloud and accessible on mobile devices

 

These suites offer desktop computer-level 
productivity software for your mobile devices.  

The question of which is best will depend on 
the specifics of how your firm works. 

The collaboration features are amongst the 
greatest advantages of using these cloud-
based services, so it’s worth taking about firm 
wide adoption, rather than piecemeal 
adoption, if you’re thinking about taking this 
route. 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
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Platforms

www

Pricing

Subscription-based Microsoft Exchange & Office software

• “Business 
Premium” pkg 
$12.90/user/
mo

• “Essentials” 
for $5.10/mo 
(email etc. 
only)

✓

✓

≈
✓

✓

✓

 

Office 365 for Business 
http://products.office.com/en-CA/business 

Instead of running your own Exchange server 
and purchasing new Office software licenses 
every few years, Office 365 covers all of that 
with one very reasonable subscription fee. 

 

Packages:  

Essentials: $5.10/user/mo; includes 
Exchange features, no software 

Business (non-premium): $10.50/user/mo; 
includes Office software, but no Exchange 
features 

Business Premium: $12.90/user/mo; includes 
all features. This is the recommended option. 

For the above packages: minimum of 1 user, 
maximum of 300. For more than 300 users, 
look at the Enterprise offerings: 
http://products.office.com/en-ca/business/compare-
more-office-365-for-business-plans 

Platforms

www

Pricing

Unparalleled collaboration features and app interconnectivity

• $50/user/yr

• Free version 
available (not 
recommended 
for business)

✓

✓

≈
✓

✓

✓

 

Google Apps for Work 
https://www.google.com/work/apps/business/ 

Although Google offers similar services to 
consumers for free, we recommend against 
using these for business. There are crucial 
differences, as explained by Google: 

“With Google Apps for Work, you'll receive a 
number of additional business-grade services 
not included in the free consumer product, 
including: professional email at your domain, 
additional storage across Gmail and Drive, 
24/7 phone and email support, 99.9% 
guaranteed uptime, interoperability with 
Microsoft Outlook, enhanced security 
features, and full administration of all user 
accounts.” 
https://www.google.com/work/apps/business/learn-
more/evaluation.html 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
http://products.office.com/en-CA/business
http://products.office.com/en-ca/business/compare-more-office-365-for-business-plans
http://products.office.com/en-ca/business/compare-more-office-365-for-business-plans
https://www.google.com/work/apps/business/
https://www.google.com/work/apps/business/learn-more/evaluation.html
https://www.google.com/work/apps/business/learn-more/evaluation.html
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Law Practice Management

Cloud-based Software-as-a-Service (“SaaS”) packages

Most include these features:
• Time tracking
• Billing
• Calendaring
• Document management
• Document assembly
• Task lists
• Collaboration features
• Client portals
• Online payments
• Web-based & mobile access

 

The software packages presented in this 
section are largely marketed to small- to 
medium-sized firms that lack the budget to 
develop their own systems in-house. 

The key selling feature is the convenience 
and efficiency of having an all-in-one 
package, rather than using several different 
software products to perform the same tasks. 

As with Office 365 and Google Apps, these 
suites work best when everyone at a firm is 
using them. 

Platforms

www

Pricing

Likely the best offering.
Definitely the only Canadian-made one.

• $65/mo/user

✓

✓

≈
≈
≈
✓

 

Clio, produced by Themis Solutions Inc., 
based in Vancouver, BC. 
http://www.goclio.com 

Clio uses servers located in the US and the 
EU. Customers can choose to limit their use 
to one location or the other, if they wish. 

There is no BlackBerry app, but BlackBerry 
users can use the web-based interface. 

 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
http://www.goclio.com/
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Law Practice Management

Other options:

 

MyCase 
http://www.mycase.com/ 

Amicus Attorney Cloud Edition 
http://www.amicus-cloud.com/home/ 

Rocket Matter 
https://www.rocketmatter.com/ 

Thomson Reuters Firm Central 
http://legalsolutions.thomsonreuters.com/law-
products/solutions/firm-central 

LexisNexis Firm Manager 
http://firmmanager.com/ 

 

File Storage, Syncing, Sharing, Backup

Access all your files from anywhere

 

Cloud-based file storage/syncing offers many 
benefits: 

 Automatically keep your files in sync on 
both your home and office computers, 
instead of volleying files back and forth. 

 Pull up any of your files on your phone, 
anywhere, immediately, without calling 
someone to ask them to email a file to you 
“in the field.” 

 Even if all of your computers and mobile 
devices were physically destroyed, you 
could still access your files from any 
Internet-connected computer. 

 Share files in their latest version with 
whomever you’d like, without playing back-
and-forth email attachment tag. 

 Send large files (and entire folders) that 
are too big for email attachments. 

 …and much more. 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
http://www.mycase.com/
http://www.amicus-cloud.com/home/
https://www.rocketmatter.com/
http://legalsolutions.thomsonreuters.com/law-products/solutions/firm-central
http://legalsolutions.thomsonreuters.com/law-products/solutions/firm-central
http://firmmanager.com/
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Platforms

www

Pricing

The overall best cloud-based file storage solution

• 2 GB free

• 1 TB $11/mo

• Business opt.
$17/user/mo
(min 5 users)

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

 

Dropbox 
https://www.dropbox.com 

Dropbox for Business features: 

 As much space as needed 

 256-bit AES & SSL encryption 

 Unlimited file recovery & version history 

 Sharing controls 

 Audits of user activity & sharing 

 Remote wipe & account transfer 

 SSO & Active Directory 

 Priority email & live support 
https://www.dropbox.com/business 

To add an extra layer of security to Dropbox 
and many other cloud storage services, 
check out: 

Viivo 
https://www.viivo.com 

Boxcryptor | Encryption for cloud storage | 
Window, Mac, Android, iOS 
https://www.boxcryptor.com 

File Storage, Syncing, Sharing, Backup

Alternatives to Dropbox

For the Microsoft ecosystemFor the Google ecosystem

Exceptional privacy and security, but
lacks some features of competitors

Focused on big enterprise features

 

Dropbox alternatives: 

Box | Free Cloud Storage, Secure Content & 
Online File Sharing 
https://www.box.com 

TitanFile - Secure correspondence for 
business 
https://www.titanfile.com 

Google Drive - Cloud Storage & File Backup 
for Photos, Docs & More 
http://www.google.ca/drive 

Microsoft OneDrive 
https://onedrive.live.com 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
https://www.dropbox.com/
https://www.dropbox.com/business
https://www.viivo.com/
https://www.boxcryptor.com/
https://www.box.com/
https://www.titanfile.com/
http://www.google.ca/drive
https://onedrive.live.com/
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Note Management

Keep all your notes, bits of info, scraps, etc.

in one place, accessible everywhere

 

Do you have scraps of paper and sticky notes 
everywhere? Ever have trouble finding that 
one sheet of paper that has that bit of info 
you know you wrote down one time? 

Maybe your computer’s desktop is like your 
physical desktop in this regard, with files like 
“note re [thing].txt/doc/etc” scattered 
throughout your hard drive. 

Evernote (or its alternative, OneNote) is the 
answer to this common problem. Some call 
Evernote an “everything bucket.” You can 
dump all your bits of information in one place, 
wherein it’s indexed for search and can easily 
be found later. 

Platforms

www

Pricing

The ultimate “everything bucket”

• Free version

• Premium:
$5/mo

• Business:
$10/mo

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

 

Evernote: The workspace for your life’s work 
https://evernote.com 

Premium features: greater upload allowance, 
larger maximum file size, annotate PDFs 
inside Evernote, better search features, 
offline mode for mobile, and more. 

Business features: team collaboration, 
administrative control, better security, data 
ownership, and more. 

Integrations: web clipper browser plugins, 
scan to Evernote, notebooks optimized for 
scanning 

Article: How Lawyers Use Evernote 
http://www.legalproductivity.com/practice-
management/evernote-lawyers 
 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
https://evernote.com/
http://www.legalproductivity.com/practice-management/evernote-lawyers
http://www.legalproductivity.com/practice-management/evernote-lawyers
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Platforms

www

Pricing

• Now free

✓

✓

≈
✓

✓

✓

OneNote

Microsoft’s “everything bucket”

 

Microsoft OneNote 
http://www.onenote.com 

Microsoft recently made OneNote free to 
download on all compatible platforms. For 
marketing purposes, it's now a “first one’s 
free” “gateway app” to the rest of Microsoft’s 
offerings. 

OneNote integrates very seamlessly with the 
rest of Microsoft’s core suite of Office apps 
(Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and Outlook), but 
not much else, at least compared to 
Evernote, which integrates with a large and 
rapidly growing number of other services. 

If you do nearly all of your work in Microsoft 
Office applications, then OneNote might be 
right for you. In any other case, and 
especially if you’d like to maintain the 
freedom to branch out and use other 
software, then go with Evernote. 

Password Management

Record all your passwords in one secure place,

then access them on all your devices

 

These days, no one can remember all their 
passwords (especially if you’re using a 
different password for each account, which 
you should). Writing all your passwords in a 
booklet on your desk, or storing them in 
unencrypted files on your computer, are not 
secure options. 

The apps in this section provide a much 
better alternative. 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
http://www.onenote.com/
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Platforms

www

Pricing

Slick and secure multi-platform password storage

• Mobile apps 
free

• Win or
Mac$50

• Win and Mac
$70

✓

✓

✗

✓

✓

✗

 

1Password by Agile Bits 
https://agilebits.com/onepassword 

 

For a free, open-source option, check out 
KeePass (its user interface isn’t as slick as 
the others, though) 
http://keepass.info 

 

Which password manager should you use – 
1Password, Dashlane, or LastPass? | Tips | 
Softonic 
http://features.en.softonic.com/which-password-
manager-should-you-use-1password-dashlane-or-
lastpass 

 

Password Management

Also consider:

$12/yr for “Premium,” to sync with mobile apps.
BlackBerry version available.

$40/yr to unlock main features, including 
web interface to view passwords.

 

Dashlane 
https://www.dashlane.com 

$40/yr (highly limited free version available); 
has feature to change all your passwords in 
one click 

 

LastPass 
https://lastpass.com 

Desktop version free; premium subscription 
required ($12/yr) to use mobile apps. 
BlackBerry version available. 

 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
https://agilebits.com/onepassword
http://keepass.info/
http://features.en.softonic.com/which-password-manager-should-you-use-1password-dashlane-or-lastpass
http://features.en.softonic.com/which-password-manager-should-you-use-1password-dashlane-or-lastpass
http://features.en.softonic.com/which-password-manager-should-you-use-1password-dashlane-or-lastpass
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https://lastpass.com/
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Mobile File Management, Viewing

Store files locally on your mobile device, then: 
view, annotate, copy, rename, sort, share, send, etc.

 

Today, you can view almost any type of file 
on your phone. Use these apps and never 
again have to say “sorry, I can’t open it, I’ll 
have to wait until I get back to the office.” 

Platforms

www

Pricing

Robust file management, reading, annotation

• $4.99 for 
iPhone + iPad 
version on the 
App Store

GoodReader
✓

✗

✗

✗

✗

✗

For Android, try:   ES File Explorer

 

GoodReader from Good.iWare 
http://www.goodiware.com 

GoodReader on the App Store on iTunes 
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/goodreader/id77731022
2?mt=8 

ES File Explorer File Manager - Android Apps 
on Google Play 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.estro
ngs.android.pop&hl=en 

BlackBerry: try Documents To Go 
http://ca.blackberry.com/devices/features/apps/docume
nts-to-go.html 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
http://www.goodiware.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/goodreader/id777310222?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/goodreader/id777310222?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.estrongs.android.pop&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.estrongs.android.pop&hl=en
http://ca.blackberry.com/devices/features/apps/documents-to-go.html
http://ca.blackberry.com/devices/features/apps/documents-to-go.html
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Platforms

www

Pricing

Best PDF reading & annotating app for iPad

• $9.99 on App 
Store

• Enterprise 
licencing 
available

✓

✗

✗

✗

✗

✗

Alternative: official Adobe Reader app (on all major platforms)

 

iAnnotate — Branchfire 
http://www.branchfire.com/iannotate 

 

Adobe Reader (general download page) 
http://get.adobe.com/reader 

iPhone & iPad download link 
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/adobe-
reader/id469337564 

Android download link 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.adob
e.reader&hl=en 

BlackBerry download link 
http://appworld.blackberry.com/webstore/content/26086
872 

 

Another good iOS option: PDF Expert 5 by 
Readdle 
https://readdle.com/products/pdfexpert5 

 

Platforms

www

Pricing

Streamlined solution for electronic signatures

• Free version

• Business plans 
$10/mo
and up

✓

✓

≈
≈
≈
✓

 

DocuSign eSignature | Digital Transaction 
Management 
https://www.docusign.com 

DocuSign isn’t limited to its touchscreen 
electronic signing app; the company offers a 
host of comprehensive end-to-end document 
management features as well. 

 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
http://www.branchfire.com/iannotate
http://get.adobe.com/reader
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/adobe-reader/id469337564
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/adobe-reader/id469337564
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.adobe.reader&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.adobe.reader&hl=en
http://appworld.blackberry.com/webstore/content/26086872
http://appworld.blackberry.com/webstore/content/26086872
https://readdle.com/products/pdfexpert5
https://www.docusign.com/
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Platforms

www

Pricing

Snap a photo, get an automatically fixed-up PDF file

• $6.99 on App 
Store

• “Scanner Pro 
by Readdle”

Scanner Pro
✓

✗

✗

✗

✗

✗

For Android, use: For Blackberry, try:

 

Scanner Pro by Readdle (for iOS) 
https://readdle.com/products/scannerpro5 

 

CamScanner - Phone PDF Creator - Android 
Apps on Google Play 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.intsig
.camscanner&hl=en 

 

Scan To PDF - BlackBerry World 
http://appworld.blackberry.com/webstore/content/28055
205 

 

Platforms

www

Pricing

There are…some apps for that.

• $249.99 for 
Standard 
Edition 
(Windows)

• Apps: various 
prices

≈
≈
≈
✓

≈
✗

• Windows software, no Mac version, no 
web-based version

• Official iPad app requires license of latest 
WordPerfect version (X7), is the only 
mobile option that allows editing

• Official Android app, viewing only, $5.99

• Third party iOS app, viewing only, $4.99

• Third party Mac OS app, viewing only, 
$4.99

 

Corel WordPerfect 
http://www.wordperfect.com/ca/product/office-suite 

WordPerfect for iPad (official) 
http://www.wordperfect.com/us/product/ipad-
download/?sso_test=true 

Android WordPerfect viewer 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.corel
.wordperfectviewer 

iOS WordPerfect viewer 
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/wordperfect-viewer-for-
iphone/id408788824?mt=8 

Mac OS WordPerfect viewer 
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/wordperfect-document-
viewer/id454094791?mt=12 

Windows “Fuse It” app, free, Win 8.1 only 
http://apps.microsoft.com/windows/en-us/app/fuse-
it/e6faa935-f453-4503-a4df-90cb92028240 

 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
https://readdle.com/products/scannerpro5
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.intsig.camscanner&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.intsig.camscanner&hl=en
http://appworld.blackberry.com/webstore/content/28055205
http://appworld.blackberry.com/webstore/content/28055205
http://www.wordperfect.com/ca/product/office-suite
http://www.wordperfect.com/us/product/ipad-download/?sso_test=true
http://www.wordperfect.com/us/product/ipad-download/?sso_test=true
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.corel.wordperfectviewer
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.corel.wordperfectviewer
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/wordperfect-document-viewer/id454094791?mt=12
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/wordperfect-document-viewer/id454094791?mt=12
http://apps.microsoft.com/windows/en-us/app/fuse-it/e6faa935-f453-4503-a4df-90cb92028240
http://apps.microsoft.com/windows/en-us/app/fuse-it/e6faa935-f453-4503-a4df-90cb92028240
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Personal Information Management

Planning, calendaring, etc.

 

We all have a lot of information to sort. Here 
are some apps that can help. 

Platforms

www

Pricing

Multiplatform collaborative task management

• Free version

• Pro/business
$5/user/mo or
$50/user/yr

✓

✓

≈
✓

✓

✓

Alternatives:

 

These task management apps offer 
advantages over pen-and-paper todo 
checklists on a number of levels, not least of 
which is streamlining the implementation of 
David Allen‘s famed Getting Things Done 
(GTD) methodology. 

Productivity 101: A Primer to the Getting 
Things Done (GTD) Philosophy 
http://lifehacker.com/productivity-101-a-primer-to-the-
getting-things-done-1551880955 

 

Wunderlist 
https://www.wunderlist.com 

Todoist 
https://en.todoist.com 

Any.do 
http://www.any.do 

OmniFocus 
https://www.omnigroup.com/omnifocus 

 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
http://lifehacker.com/productivity-101-a-primer-to-the-getting-things-done-1551880955
http://lifehacker.com/productivity-101-a-primer-to-the-getting-things-done-1551880955
https://www.wunderlist.com/
https://en.todoist.com/
http://www.any.do/
https://www.omnigroup.com/omnifocus
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Platforms

www

Pricing

Best calendaring app for iPhone & iPad

• Mac $19.99

• iPhone $5.79

• iPad $11.99

✓

✗

✗

✗

✓

✗

 

Flexibits’ Fantastical 

https://flexibits.com/fantastical (Mac) 
https://flexibits.com/fantastical-iphone 
https://flexibits.com/fantastical-ipad 

Key features: 

 Intuitive event entry – write plain language 
and watch as date, time, etc. are 
recognized 

 Events – map to destination, quickly 
contact invitees 

 Reminders integration 

 Multiple innovative views (including the 
“DayTicker”) 

 Excellent search functionality 

Note: compatible with Exchange and every 
other major type of electronic calendar 

Platforms

www

Pricing

App for scheduling meetings, with headache avoidance features

• Free for 
individuals

• US$39/yr for 
businesses

✓

✓

≈
≈
≈
✓

 

Easy scheduling | Doodle 
http://doodle.com 

You need to plan a meeting. You have two 
lists: (a) possible meeting times, and (b) 
people who may or may not be available to 
attend a meeting at any of those times. 

Instead of solving the puzzle yourself (à la 
LSAT logic games), have the prospective 
attendees enter their availability in Doodle. 
The app will do the rest, showing the ideal 
meeting time where the maximum number of 
people will be able to attend. 

 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
https://flexibits.com/fantastical
https://flexibits.com/fantastical-iphone
https://flexibits.com/fantastical-ipad
http://doodle.com/
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Platforms

www

Pricing

Mobile time entry made simple

• Standalone 
version free

• Prices vary for 
packages with 
syncing 
features

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

 

iTimeKeep for Attorneys - Bellefield Systems 
http://www2.bellefield.com/itimekeep-for-attorneys 

iPhone & iPad download link 
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/itimekeep/id444103210
?mt=8 

Android download link 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.belle
field.itimekeep&hl=en 

 

Product Watch: iTimeKeep, the Coolest 
Timekeeping Tool Yet | Law Practice Division 
http://www.americanbar.org/publications/law_practice_
magazine/2014/january-february/product-watch.html 

Alternative: Time Master + Billing on the App 
Store on iTunes 
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/
viewSoftware?id=310289408&mt=8 

 

Connectivity

 

This is a deceptively broad category, in which 
we will present apps that connect all sorts of 
information in a variety of ways. 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
http://www2.bellefield.com/itimekeep-for-attorneys
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bellefield.itimekeep&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bellefield.itimekeep&hl=en
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Platforms

www

Pricing

Best option: your operating system’s native solution

• Free

Virtual Network Computing (VNC)
✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✗

Microsoft Remote Desktop

Mac OS X Screen Sharing

 

“VNC” generally means remotely controlling a 
computer from another device, in which you 
can see a live feed of that computer’s screen 
while guiding its keyboard and mouse. 

If you’ve ever thought to yourself, “I wish I 
could be on my [office/home/etc.] computer 
right now,” then you should look into setting 
up a VNC connection. 

Both Windows and Mac OS provide their own 
native VNC functionality. There are also 
several third party options, noted on the next 
slide. 

Remote Desktop Connection - Microsoft 
Windows 
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-
ca/windows7/products/features/remote-desktop-
connection 

OS X Mavericks: Screen sharing 
http://support.apple.com/kb/PH14148 

 

Platforms

www

Pricing

Premium VNC/screen sharing service

• Free for 
personal use

• $689 and up 
one time fee 
for business 
use

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Alternatives:

 

In a very competitive field, TeamViewer 
stands out in many (but not in all) categories. 
http://www.teamviewer.com 

There are several alternatives: 

Real VNC is the original: highly capable, but 
maybe not as user-friendly as the others. 
https://www.realvnc.com 

LogMeIn’s early success led them to acquire 
several companies; they offer a broad array 
of feature sets that are (at least for now) 
internally demarcated. 
https://secure.logmein.com 

Splashtop gobbled up market share by doing 
well in mobile app stores; now they’re 
building goodwill by showcasing their 
education partnerships, while courting bigger 
corporate clients. 
http://www.splashtop.com 

Parallels Access is Apple-centric, but very 
stable and thus worth a look. 
http://www.parallels.com/ca/products/access 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-ca/windows7/products/features/remote-desktop-connection
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Platforms

www

Pricing

Anonymous Virtual Private Network (“VPN”) Tunnel

Necessary to remain secure when using public Wi-Fi

Good to use when scouting opposing side’s social media posts

• $6.95/mo, or

• $39.95/yr

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

 

Anonymous VPN Service From The Leaders | 
Private Internet Access 
https://www.privateinternetaccess.com 

 

By using a VPN service like 
privateinternetaccess, you can ensure your 
internet connection is secure. 

 

Platforms

www

Pricing

• Free

✓

✓

≈
≈
≈
✓

Automate actions connecting online services, e.g.:

• If I receive an email from [sender] with an attachment, then 
save the file(s) to [folder] in Dropbox.

• If [person] Tweets about [subject], then send me an email.

• If I post to Facebook/Twitter, then log the post in a 
spreadsheet on Google Drive (so I can track my marketing).

• If the weather forecast calls for rain/snow, then send me an 
email notification [before I go to bed / at my wake up time].

• If someone posts about me on social media, then save a 
copy in Google Drive (in case they later delete the post).

 

Put the internet to work for you. – IFTTT 
https://ifttt.com 

IFTTT For Lawyers - Internet Law 
Commentary 
http://www.internetlawcommentary.com/articles/2014_ift
tt.pdf 

 

More examples: 

If there is a birthday on your calendar, then 
automatically send a “happy birthday” note 
via email/social media. 

If [news site] publishes an article about 
[subject], then notify me via email, etc. 

 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
https://www.privateinternetaccess.com/
https://ifttt.com/
http://www.internetlawcommentary.com/articles/2014_ifttt.pdf
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Platforms

www

Pricing

Read all your favorite news, blogs, etc. in one app

• Free service

• Some third-
party mobile 
clients not 
free

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

 

Feedly 
https://feedly.com 

iPhone & iPad apps (official) 
https://itunes.apple.com/app/id396069556 

Android app (official) 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.devh
d.feedly 

Blackberry app (3rd party) - gNewsReader 
http://appworld.blackberry.com/webstore/content/21200
129/?countrycode=CA&lang=en 

Windows app (3rd party) - Readiy  
http://apps.microsoft.com/windows/en-
us/app/readiy/954f404a-c965-48d8-b540-1adec3da9fec 

Mac OS X app (official) 
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/feedly.-read-more-
know-more./id865500966?mt=12 

 

Complete list of apps that work with Feedly 
http://feedly.com/apps.html 

Platforms

www

Pricing

Best mobile dictation app. Record, edit and insert audio on 
your mobile device, send files via email/cloud.

• iOS: $16.99

• Android: 
$11.99

Dictate + Connect (Dictamus)
✓

✓

✗

✗

✗

✗

 

Dictate + Connect (formerly “Dictamus”) 
http://www.dictate-connect.com 

iPhone & iPad apps 
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dictamus-dictate-
send/id305870342?mt=8 

Android app 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.joto
mi.dictation.full&hl=en 

 

For mobile “speech-to-text,” check out: 

Dragon Dictation App by Nuance 
http://www.nuance.com/for-individuals/mobile-
applications/dragon-dictation 
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Law-specific apps

 

A great proportion of the good legal apps out 
there are made exclusively for the American 
market. Below, we’ve listed some of the best 
ones for Canadian lawyers. 

Platforms

www

Pricing

The standout in its field for mobile access

• WestlawNext
subscription 
required for 
access, but…

• Apps are free

✓

✓

✓

≈
≈
✓

 

WestlawNext mobile products page 
http://legalsolutions.thomsonreuters.com/law-
products/westlaw-legal-research#mobile 

iPad app (on iPhone use mobile site instead) 
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/westlawnext/id3806750
76?mt=8 

Android app 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.trgr.n
ext&hl=en 

BlackBerry PlayBook app 
http://appworld.blackberry.com/webstore/content/11733
0/?lang=en 

(for BlackBerry phones, there is no specific 
app; use the mobile website) 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
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Platforms

www

Pricing

In Canada, you get an iPhone app last updated in August 2011

• QuickLaw
subscription 
required for 
access, but…

• App is free

• Better apps 
available in 
the US only

✓

≈
≈
≈
≈
✓

 

LexisNexis’ “Mobile solutions for legal 
professionals” 
http://www.lexisnexis.ca/en/mobile 

LexisNexis® Quicklaw® on the App Store 
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/lexisnexis-
quicklaw/id417479315?mt=8 

Lexis does offer some plugins: 

Quicklaw | Microsoft Office | litigation | 
transactional | legal research 
http://www.lexisnexis.ca/en-ca/products/quicklaw-
microsoft-office.page 

 

Compare to US packages: 

Lexis Advance - Online Legal Research 
http://www.lexisnexis.com/en-us/products/lexis-
advance.page 

Lexis Advance® HD on the App Store 
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/lexis-advance-
hd/id482652725?mt=8 

 

Platforms

www

Pricing

Industry-leading litigation iPad apps for the courtroom

• TrialPad:
$89.99

• TranscriptPad:
$89.99

✓

✗

✗

✗

✗

✗

 

Lit Software - TrialPad iPad App 
http://www.litsoftware.com/products/trialpad 

Lit Software - TranscriptPad iPad App 
http://www.litsoftware.com/products/transcriptpad 

 

See also: JuryTracker 
http://www.jurytracker.com/JuryTracker/JuryTracker.ht
ml 
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Platforms

www

Pricing

• $54.99 for 
iOS app

Black’s Law Dictionary
✓

✗

✗

≈
✗

✗

Mobile apps for iPhone, iPad, Windows Phone

✓

eBook ✗

2nd ed. ✓
(public domain)

 

You can buy a book-book, but not an eBook. 
However, you can get an…app book? 

 

Black's Law Dictionary, 9th Edition on the 
App Store on iTunes 
https://itunes.apple.com/app/blacks-law-dictionary-
9th/id312542731?mt=8 

Black’s Law Dictionary | Legal Solutions 
http://legalsolutions.thomsonreuters.com/law-
products/law-books/blacks-law-dictionary 

 

Since Black's 2nd ed. is public domain, there 
are free apps to access its contents: 
http://thelawdictionary.org 

 

 

Apps for Finding Things

 

 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
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Platforms

www

Pricing

A very good search engine

• Pay $0.00

• Google’s
“per user”
valuation:
~$220

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

 

Here we have the most useful and powerful 
app of the whole list. If you’re ever puzzled 
about technology or apps, remember that you 
can just Google it. There are some fantastic 
plain language guides out there. 

Also, we recommend against using Microsoft 
Bing. Google is superior on many levels. 

 

Google 
https://www.google.ca 

How Much Is A User Worth? 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/tristanlouis/2013/08/31/how
-much-is-a-user-worth 

Cartoon: Chuck & Beans | Shoebox 
http://www.shoeboxblog.com/?p=15314 

 

Platforms

www

Pricing

• Free

✓

✓

≈
✓

✓

✓

Anonymised Google searching with custom controls

 

DuckDuckGo 
https://duckduckgo.com 

DuckDuckGo: the plucky upstart taking on 
Google with stealth searches | Technology | 
The Guardian 
http://www.theguardian.com/technology/2014/apr/04/du
ckduckgo-gabriel-weinberg-secure-searches 
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Platforms

www

Pricing

Best free turn-by-turn GPS navigation for your phone

• Free

Don’t use alternative, Apple Maps (icon to right)

✓

✓

≈
✓

✓

✓

 

Google Maps 
https://maps.google.ca 

If you have a recent generation smartphone, 
and a bracket to mount it on your car’s 
dashboard, then you probably don’t need a 
separate GPS navigation device anymore. 

There are several navigation apps out there. 
Google Maps is the best for: traffic data, route 
recalculation, specific directions (e.g. which 
lane to choose), its database of locations, 
and more. 

Google Maps now offers indoor maps for 
many malls and pedestrian areas. Its major 
competitive advantage, though, is Street 
View. 

At the very least, we recommend using 
Google Maps over the controversially 
troublesome Apple Maps. Note the Apple 
Maps icon (genuine, but discontinued) that 
ironically guides the user to drive off of an 
overpass. 

Platforms

www

Pricing

Offline maps: save money on roaming charges

• Free

MAPS.ME
✓

✓

✓

✗

✗

✗

 

MAPS.ME (also branded as “MapsWithMe”) 
http://maps.me 

Not as good as Google Maps, but doesn’t 
require a data connection. Remember to 
download the maps you need before going 
offline. 

 

 

 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
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All the Rest

 

 

Platforms

www

Pricing

“What’s that song?”

• Free

• Premium 
version $6.99

✓

✓

✓

✗

✗

✗

Alternative:

 

SoundHound 
https://www.soundhound.com 

This app uses your phone’s microphone to 
record audio of a song that’s playing in your 
vicinity, then uploads the clip to a server 
where it is compared against a massive 
database of music. If there’s a match, the app 
will give you the details of the track. 

In our experience, SoundHound is better than 
Shazam at finding a match when the sound is 
distorted, like if you’re in a noisy public area. 

 

Shazam 
http://www.shazam.com 

 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
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Platforms

www

Pricing

Industry leader for email newsletter marketing

• Free for 
≤ 2,000 
subscribers

• $10/mo and 
up for more 
subscribers, 
email volume

✓

✓

≈
✓

✓

✓

 

Send Better Email | MailChimp 
http://mailchimp.com 

 

 

Platforms

www

Pricing

“The calculator for humans”

• $3.99

Digits✓

✗

✗

✗

✗

✗

 

Digits, “the calculator for humans” 
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/digits-calculator-for-
humans/id364500115?mt=8 

Shift Apps (creator of Digits) 
http://www.shift-apps.com 

 

http://mattedmonds.ca/cba
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Platforms

www

Pricing

iOS and Android versions now 
feature live voice translation and 

“word lens” features

• Free

✓

✓

≈
≈
≈
≈

 

Google Translate 
https://translate.google.com 

iPhone & iPad apps 
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/google-
translate/id414706506?mt=8 

Android app 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.goog
le.android.apps.translate&hl=en 

 

Platforms

www

Pricing

Discover music, movies, apps based on your interests

• Mac, iOS apps
$3.99 each for
music, movies, 
apps versions

• iOS bundle of 
all three for 
$5.99

Discovr
✓

✗

✗

✗

✓

✗

 

Discovr - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Discovr 

 

Discovr Music 
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/discovr-discover-new-
music/id412768094?mt=8 

Discovr Movies 
https://itunes.apple.com/en/app/discovr-movies-
discover-new/id488025044?mt=8 

Discovr Apps 
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/discovr-apps-discover-
new/id440101665?mt=8 
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Other App Discovery Apps

iOS & Android:

iOS:

Android:

BlackBerry:

 

AppAdvice: iOS news & reviews 
http://appadvice.com 

AppShopper: iOS apps deals & discovery 
http://appshopper.com 

AppZapp: iOS & Android app reviews and 
news via the web and mobile apps 
http://www.appzapp.net 

AppDJ: recommends new Android apps 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=appdj.and
roid 

BlackBerry World: Free & Paid BlackBerry 
Apps for Smartphones & Tablets 
http://appworld.blackberry.com 

 

There’s an App for That! 

Stacey Gerrard
Lawyers’ Insurance Association
of Nova Scotia

Matt Edmonds
Barrister and Solicitor

 

Contact: 

Stacey Gerrard 
sgerrard@lians.ca 

Matt Edmonds 
matt@mattedmonds.ca 

 

All logos, screenshots, or other images 
related to each app presented herein are 
taken from materials made publicly available 
by the apps’ developers, and are used with 
attribution. 
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